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RAXEN BIMONTHLY BULLETIN – NO 5

The information provided must include reference to the actual source, not only
media reports, unless referring to a media debate or theme
1. THE “POLITICAL HEADLINES”
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Significant issues regarding racism/xenophobia and anti-discrimination (including issues
regarding the Jewish, Muslim and Roma communities) in public debate - cases of racism that
received wide publicity and exemplary court cases. Please focus on issues for which additional
online information is also available regarding either the information itself or the organization
providing it (preferably governmental bodies or important NGO’s). Please no more than 3 items.
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Distribution of extreme right-wing CDs
In several federal states, almost 1,500 copies of a music CD with extreme right-wing,
racist content were confiscated. Right-wing extremists have planned to distribute the
CDs for free to young people; the CDs contain expressions which are against the
constitution and violate German criminal law.
Thousands of copies of a different CD were distributed to pupils by the extreme rightwing political party NPD as part of their election campaign. Since the content of those
CDs does not violate criminal law - despite its clear right-wing message - the CDs can
not be confiscated.
www.polizei.bremen.de
www.polizei-bw.de
www.schulhof.net
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Pope promotes inter-religious dialogue
During the 20th World Youth Day in Cologne in August 2005, Pope Benedict XVI sent
out a message for the inter-religious dialogue between the Christian church and the
Muslim and Jewish community. For the first time in history a pope visited a synagogue
in Germany; he expressed his concerns on recent anti-Semitic and xenophobic
developments and urged to further improve the Christian-Jewish relationship.
The pope also got together with representatives of several Muslim organisations in
Germany - also the first time ever. He promoted mutual respect and the dialogue
between Christians and Muslims, and called for a common fight against terrorism (e.g.
Deutsche Welle 20.8.2005).
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Muslim employee of pre-school suspended from duty because of headscarf
A 31-year-old Muslim employee (with Turkish background) of a municipal pre-school
The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically
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2. UPDATE ON LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS

Significant developments regarding anti-discrimination and anti-racist legislation, e.g. the
transposition process of Directives 43 and 78. It is crucially important that you quote the primary
source/s. Please do not include more than 3 items.

(max. 2000 characters)

Pr

eli
m

ina

ry,

Dr

aft

,n

ot

fo

rp

ro
du

Anti-discrimination bill ultimately stopped
The legislation procedure concerning the anti-discrimination bill, which was supposed
to transpose the EU Equality Directives into German law, was ultimately stopped in
early September. With the arbitration committee of the Upper and the Lower House
having postponed its decisions on the bill there are no chances to finally pass it before
the federal elections on September 18. The new federal government will have to put the
issue of an anti-discrimination legislation on its agenda again (German Office of the EU
Commission, EU-Nachrichten, No. 31; 08.09.2005)

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically
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3. RESEARCH

Significant major national reports on racism/xenophobia (including issues regarding the Jewish,
Muslim and Roma communities). It is crucially important that you quote the primary source/s.

(max. 2000 characters)
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Report on racial discrimination by the German Institute for Human Rights
A report on racial discrimination was published in August 2005 by the German Institute
for Human Rights. The third edition of the report “Racial Discrimination - International
Obligations and National Challenges for the Human Rights Work in Germany” offers a
comprehensive overview on the national and international legal framework concerning
human rights and the protection against racial discrimination.
<http://files.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/488/
d42_v1_file_4318385f31b3d_Rassism_II_050830_Einzel.pdf>

aft

,n

ot

fo

Research report on strategies against discrimination in the education system
The results of an international comparative study on the education systems of
immigration countries were published in June 2005. The research project focused on the
existing cultural plurality and “institutionalised” discrimination at school and examined
specific strategies to implement innovative school development and evaluation
programmes in England, Germany and Switzerland. The publication offers various
approaches on how to deal with socio-cultural and language-related heterogeneity and
presents guidelines on how to incorporate integrative practices in the education system
of immigration countries aiming at reducing institutionalised discrimination.
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Gomolla, M. (2005) Schulentwicklung in der Einwanderungsgesellschaft. Strategien
gegen institutionelle Diskriminierung in England, Deutschland und der Schweiz.
Münster et al.: Waxmann

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically
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4. ANNEX

Present the latest published official / unofficial statistical data or incidents lists on racist violence
and crimes, antisemitism and Islamophobia with a statement on their relevance and validity.

aft

,n

ot

fo

rp

ro
du

Official statistics on politically motivated right-wing crimes
According to the monthly parliamentary inquiries on extreme right-wing and
xenophobic crimes, 4,685 politically motivated (PMK) right-wing crimes were
registered in the first six months of 2005; this is a drastic increase of 27.5% compared
to the first half year of 2004 (3,814). This development is mainly due to the drastic
increase of propaganda offences, which rose from 2,653 (01-06/2004) to 3,780 in the
first half year of 2005. The number of PMK right-wing crimes categorised as violent
crimes also increased by 9.2 % from 238 (01-06/2004) to 260; 217 people were injured
as a result of those crimes (01-06/2004: 197).
Simultaneously, a minor decrease was registered in the number of PMK crimes with a
xenophobic background: In the first six months of 2005, 711 of these 4,685 PMK rightwing crimes were deemed to be xenophobic (01-06/2004: 719). 102 of those
xenophobic acts were registered as violent crimes (01-06/2004: 120) - with 66 people
being injured (01-06/2004: 91) (see table 1).
This tendency of a significant increase of all PMK right-wing crimes, but a slight
decrease of those PMK crimes with a xenophobic background - in comparison to the
statistics of 2004 - also continued in July, when 740 PMK right-wing crimes were
registered (July 2004: 572). In 93 cases a xenophobic motivation was recorded (July
2004: 106) and among those, 17 cases of violent crimes were listed (July 2004: 22) with
14 people being injured (July 2004: 13) (see table 1).
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Selected cases of racist violence and anti-Semitic incidents (media research)
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The main criterion for the selection of the following examples was the public attention
that was paid to the incidents by the media; furthermore, the chosen incidents represent
typical cases of xenophobic, racist or anti-Semitic acts and were all verified by the
police or the public persecutor. The selection offers qualitative insights and
complements the purely quantitative official figures.
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In Kreuztal (North Rhine-Westphalia), a 28-year-old man from Nigeria was attacked
and hurt with a small pair of scissors by a 20-year-old skinhead. The victim received
medical treatment in the hospital. Before the attack, the perpetrator and his 19-year old
friend displayed the “Hitler salute“, insulted and spit at the victim, who was
accompanied by three other people from Nigeria. Whereas the police stated that the
The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically
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