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RAXEN BIMONTHLY BULLETIN – NO 4

The information provided must include reference to the actual source, not only
media reports, unless referring to a media debate or theme
1. THE “POLITICAL HEADLINES”
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Significant issues regarding racism/xenophobia and anti-discrimination (including issues
regarding the Jewish, Muslim and Roma communities) in public debate - cases of racism that
received wide publicity and exemplary court cases. Please focus on issues for which additional
online information is also available regarding either the information itself or the organization
providing it (preferably governmental bodies or important NGO’s). Please no more than 3 items.
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Court ruling against exemption of Muslim pupil from school swimming lessons
The Administrative Court Düsseldorf decided that a Muslim boy cannot be exempted
from school swimming lessons for religious reasons when boys and girls are taught in
the same course. The parents of the eleven-year-old boy argued these mixed-sex lessons
were not in compliance with Islamic values; the court rejected this argument as “not
convincing” and emphasised the importance of the state’s responsibility for providing
education for all children and young people (Ref.: 18 K 74/05).
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Ban on Muslim headscarves at Bremen schools
In the federal state of Bremen, the ruling parties CDU and SPD passed a law aiming at
banning Muslim teachers from wearing headscarves at school. In the new provisions the
religious neutrality of public schools is emphasised. According to the new school law,
wearing religious symbols which are “liable to disturb the peace at school” is prohibited
for teachers (press release Bremen Senate for Education and Science 13.06.2005; taz
Bremen 23.06.2005)
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Joint declaration against xenophobic statements in the election campaign
The German Confederation of Trade Unions (DGB), Pro Asyl and the Interkultureller
Rat released a joint declaration urging all political parties to strictly avoid any
xenophobic, racial, anti-Semitic or Islamophobic statements in their federal election
campaigns. In their declaration the organisations refer to, among others, the campaign of
the newly founded left-wing party, whose top candidate Lafontaine described it as a
obligation of the state to prohibit that cheap Fremdarbeiter (foreign labour) take away
jobs from Germans; the term “Fremdarbeiter” was much used by the Nazis. Reacting to
the reproach of using extreme right-wing jargon, Lafontaine stated that the Nazis were
not primarily xenophobic, but racist (Press release Pro Asyl (22.06.2005); FR
The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically
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2. UPDATE ON LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS

Significant developments regarding anti-discrimination and anti-racist legislation, e.g. the
transposition process of Directives 43 and 78. It is crucially important that you quote the primary
source/s. Please do not include more than 3 items.

(max. 2000 characters)
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Transposition of the EU Directives is not in sight
On June 17, 2005, the German Parliament passed - against the votes of the Liberal and
Conservative opposition parties - the governmental anti-discrimination bill, which aims
at transposing several EU directives on equal treatment and anti-discrimination into
German law. Only three weeks later, however, the bill was rejected by the Bundesrat,
the Upper House of the German parliament, which is currently clearly dominated by the
Conservative parties CDU/CSU, and sent to the parliamentary mediation committee for
exhaustive amendments. It is now expected that the anti-discrimination law will not
come into force in the near future. The legislative procedure cannot be finalised in time
because of the federal election expected to take place in September 2005.
The opposition parties had harshly criticised the governmental bill mainly because it
exceeds the minimum standards required by the EU directives 2000/43/EC and 2000/78/
EC. They announced that in case of their being successful in the federal elections, they
would transpose the EU anti-discrimination directives only “on a word-by-word
basis” (Das Parlament, 11.07.2005, p. 5; Bundesrat Printed matter 445/05, 17.06.2005).
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3. RESEARCH

Significant major national reports on racism/xenophobia (including issues regarding the Jewish,
Muslim and Roma communities). It is crucially important that you quote the primary source/s.

(max. 2000 characters)
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“Trade Unions and Right-wing Extremism”
Researchers at the Free University Berlin have conducted a survey on right-wing
extremism in trade unions. Using a questionnaire to reveal extreme right-wing attitudes
(including xenophobic and anti-Semitic attitudes), the researchers concluded that 26%
of the 4,000 interviewees show xenophobic, and 23% anti-Semitic tendencies. The
study confirmed that extreme right-wing attitudes are almost equally common among
members of trade unions (19%) and non-members (20%).
www.polwiss.fu-berlin.de/projekte/gewrex/gewrex_downl.htm
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Survey on extreme right-wing attitudes
The University of Leipzig conducted a study to measure the extent of extreme rightwing attitudes in the general population. Different dimensions such as Social
Darwinism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and belittlement of the National Socialism were
measured. 26% of the almost 2,500 interviewees explicitly agreed with xenophobic
statements. Further results are that xenophobic attitudes in East Germany have slightly
decreased and that interviewees with a higher educational attainments agreed with
xenophobic statements less often; the differences between those with a lower and those
with a higher level of education, however, have significantly diminished.
wwwvm.rz.uni-leipzig.de/~ifabdez5/presse/index.php?pmnummer=2005245
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Research Study shows disadvantaged position of migrant pupils at school
The pre-released results of the second PISA-E study (comparison of federal states) on
the educational competences of 15-year-old pupils confirm that children with a
migration background achieve a significantly lower level of educational competence on
average throughout all federal states. Experts pointed out that the disadvantaged
position of migrant pupils in school is primarily a result of the lack of supportive
(language) programmes.
www.gew.de/Binaries/Binary9942/GleichwertigeLebensverhaeltnisse.pdf
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4. ANNEX

Present the latest published official / unofficial statistical data or incidents lists on racist violence
and crimes, antisemitism and Islamophobia with a statement on their relevance and validity.
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Latest official data on extreme right-wing and xenophobic crimes: January - May
2005
According to the monthly parliamentary inquiries, 4,069 politically motivated rightwing crimes (PMK/right-wing) were reported in the first five months of the year (latest
numbers: in April 660 and in May 983). This represents a rather significant increase of
822 cases compared to the same period in 2004, which mainly results from the higher
number of propaganda offences: Between January and May 2005, 3,021 of these PMK
right-wing crimes were categorised as propaganda offences; in the comparable period
of the previous year this number was clearly smaller, with a figure of 2,274 cases. On
the other hand, in the first five months of 2005, 209 of these PMK right-wing offences
were registered as violent crimes (comparable period in 2004: 204). 173 people were
hurt a as a result of these PMK right-wing crimes (January to May 2005; comparable
period in 2004: also 173 injured people).
The number of the PMK right-wing crimes which are deemed to be xenophobic
decreased slightly from 600 in the first five months of 2004 to 582 in the comparable
period in 2005.This decrease was more significant in the category of violent crimes:
compared to the relevant period in 2004, when 102 violent crimes where registered in
this category, in 2005 “only” 81 cases of such violent crimes were reported between
January and May. 52 people were injured as a result of these xenophobic crimes
(January to May 2004: 77) (see Table 1 and 2).
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Latest official data on anti-Semitic crimes: first quarter 2005
In the first quarter of 2005, 296 crimes with an anti-Semitic background were registered
within the category “politically motivated crimes/right-wing”. This shows an increase
of 33 such crimes compared to the same period in 2004 (263). In the first three months
of 2005, five people were injured as a result of these crimes (first quarter 2004: three
people).

Pr

eli
m

ina

Selected cases of xenophobic and anti-Semitic incidents reported by unofficial
sources and the media
The non-governmental support centres for victims of right-wing attacks have not
published new statistical data on xenophobic, anti-Semitic or Islamophobic incidents
lately. However, on their continuously updated chronicles on right-wing activities a few
incidents have been registered since late May 2005.
The victim support centre Lobbi e.V. (Mecklenburg-Vorpommern) registered two such
The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically
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